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Deadline for the  
April Newsletter is  
Friday, March 19 

Deadline for articles or information 
for News & Notes is to be turned 
into the office for the following 

month’s publication by the  
nineteenth of each month. 
You are invited to email  

brynpres@bright.net  
or fax 419-636-8252  

as well as submit in written form! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Palm Sunday—March 28 
We will pass out palms and celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into   
Jerusalem. Both services are uplifting and joyous 
 
Maundy Thursday—April 1 
We will have dinner at 6:00pm and worship will be at 7:00pm in 
the sanctuary. We will remember Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf, cele-
brate communion and we will be washing feet! Jesus washed the feet 
of his disciples and the Elders will be assisting Rev. Sweet in washing 
the feet of anyone in the congregation who is willing. The washing of 
feet is entirely voluntary! Please do not let this keep you from attend-
ing. This service will inspire and deepen your walk with Jesus. 
 
Good Friday—April 2 
The Community Good Friday service is at the Bryan Church of the 
Nazarene at 12 noon. Always a powerful service and a time to re-
member Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf! It only lasts an hour so you can 
get back to work on time. 
 
Easter Sunday—April 4 
8:00am Contemporary Celebration of the Resurrection 
9:00am Breakfast for all—a time to come together as a church family. 
10:00am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Celebration of the Resurrection 

Communion will be served at both services 
This is a great day to bring a friend to worship!This is a great day to bring a friend to worship!This is a great day to bring a friend to worship!This is a great day to bring a friend to worship!    

See you in church!See you in church!See you in church!See you in church!    
 

Sunday Morning 

Worship Schedule 

9:00 am Contemporary Service 

10:00 am Christian Education 

11:00 am Traditional Service 

See you in church!! 



CALLING ALL MEN! 

Put on your calendar the date of Saturday, April 
17. We will be going to a one day men’s confer-
ence in Fort Wayne, Indiana. It is one of the Na-
tional Men’s Equipping Conferences. It will be 
held at Brookside Church (see brookside.org). 
Two other places you can check out online about 
this conference are:  
 www.mensministrynetwork.com 
 www.ironsharpensiron.net 
The cost will be $39.00 plus the cost of lunch, if 
you register early. Contact Barry if you are inter-
ested in going. It is a great day of equipping for 
Christian men. 
 

PICTURE DIRECTORY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Life Touch will be taking pictures for our new 
directory May 12, 13, 14 and 15. Mark these 
dates on your calendar. More information will 
follow. If anyone would like to help with de-
sign and layout to create an original booklet, 
please talk to Patty Davis. 
 
 

During the month of Janu-
ary, 2010 our church col-
lected a large amount of 
towels, pillows, toilet paper, 
toiletries, and other supplies 
for the Sanctuary of Wil-
liams County. These items 
will be greatly appreciated 
by those individuals who are 
trying to get their lives to-
gether in a Christian atmos-
phere. Thank you sharing 
and showing them the love 
of Jesus Christ.   

 

LENTEN SCHEDULELENTEN SCHEDULELENTEN SCHEDULELENTEN SCHEDULE    
 
We will be worshiping weekly 
on Wednesdays through out 
Lent. We meet first for dinner 
and then we will stay in the 
fellowship hall for worship. 
we will eat from 5-6 pm and 
then stay in the fellowship 
hall for worship from 6-6:30 
pm. We will be focusing on 
what we need to be nurturing 
in our lives and basing this on 
the Fruit of the Spirit from  
Galatians 5:19-26. 
See the weekly schedule and themes listed below: 
 
March 3 
5:00 pm Dinner ▪ 6:00 pm Worship ▪ 6:30 pm Classes 
and Youth Group 
Theme: Peace and Patience 
March 10 
5:00 pm Dinner ▪ 6:00 pm Worship ▪ 6:30 pm Classes 
and Youth Group 
Theme: Goodness and Faithfulness 
March 17 
5:00 pm Dinner ▪ 6:00 pm Worship ▪ 6:30 pm Classes 
and Youth Group 
Theme: Kindness and Gentleness  
March 24 
5:00 pm Dinner ▪ 6:00 pm Worship ▪ 6:30 pm Classes 
and Youth Group 
Theme: Self-Control 
HOLY WEEK 
No classes, dinner or service on March 31 
Thursday, April 1 
6:00 pm Dinner ▪ 7:00 pm Worship  
Theme: Washing Feet is Dirty Business: A Life of 
Service 
 
    

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!    
On Sunday, February 28, Aubrey Steele was bap-
tized and joined the church at the 9am service and 
Mr. Bill Harvey joined the church at the 11am wor-
ship hour. Aubrey has been meeting with Barry (for 
confirmation) since October. We welcome both of 
them into the life of our church. 
 



  The Dream Team 
This is an exciting time in the life of our church. God is very present 
and moving among us. The committee restructuring process will be 
completed soon and hopefully that will help us focus a bit better and 
stay centered on our central purpose and reason for being! 
Speaking of a central purpose and reason for being: we need to spend 
some time working on why we exist as a church?! We need to vision to-
gether what God is calling us to do and be. Every church has a unique 
calling of God and we need to seek out what that calling is. Hopefully, 

out of that will come a vision statement and a statement of purpose and goals. After that 
we need to begin to implement God’s vision for this church. 
 We will be announcing the creation of: The Dream Team. Anyone who is interested in 
being a part of seeking out God’s plan and purpose for First Presbyterian of Bryan will be 
welcome to join us as we search scripture together and seek out where God is leading us. 
We need to develop our vision and fine tune our purpose so we can center in on the spe-
cific work God has for us. In coming weeks you will be invited to join this discerning group. 
 This will be a fun time of discovery and adventure with the goal of moving us into the 
future God has for us! 
Have a wonderful Lenten season and month of March. 
 

In anticipation, 

Barry  
 

 

 

From 

Me to 

You 

First Presbyterian Church  

on Facebook 
Did you know that our church just created a 

page on Facebook for our church? It still 

needs pictures and more detail but it is up 

and running. If you are on Facebook check 

it out!! 

 

 

Presbytery to Meet Here May 18 
The Presbytery of Maumee Valley will be hold-

ing their May meeting here at our church on 

Tuesday May 18. Hosting Presbytery is a big 

undertaking and it will take a lot of people to 

help things go smoothly. Since this is also our 

free meal night we will probably feed around 

200-225 people that night so will need lots of 

help with the meals. We will need everyone’s 

help, so please try to be available on May 18! 

    
Calling all Calling all Calling all Calling all 
GraduatesGraduatesGraduatesGraduates    

Do you know someone 
graduating from high school 
or college this year? If so, 
please get Joanne the  
following information: 

 ▪Name of graduate 

 ▪School graduating from 

 ▪Future plans 

 ▪Date of graduation 

We will have a reception for graduates on June 
6. Worship will be at 9am and the reception will 
be at 10am.  

We want to celebrate with you-so get us this 
information as soon as possible! 



Session Meeting, February 15, 2010 
Items Discussed: 
1. Gaile Moore was re-elected as Clerk of Session by a 

vote of recommendation from the Session. 

2. New committee structures were discussed.  Pastor 

Barry met with Earl Sutter and Alice Meuleman in 

November to discuss changes for Session members 

and several recommendations have been sug-

gested.  The first approved change was to make 

two committees  from the Deacons with a Fellow-

ship Committee and a Deacons committee.  This 

was decided based upon the different events which 

seem to come up specifically for Deacons and could 

be shared by another committee. 

3. Two elders were appointed to the next Nominating 

Committee. They are Gene Andres and Angie Schreder. 

4. On July 25, a joint church service is being planned 

to be held in the city ice arena.  The churches in-

volved in preparing this service so far are Grace 

Community, New Life, Trinity Lutheran and First 

Brethren.  Our church has been invited to partici-

pate and Session approved that.  It is expected that 

other churches will join in the upcoming weeks. 

5. Approval was given to renew our commitment and 

church agreement  to the Great Banquet and Awak-

ening communities.  It was also noted from their 

year-end report that they have made contributions 

to the following church needs:  $1,500 towards the 

new refrigerator; $250 toward the carpet cleaning; 

$2,000 to the sound system; $1,389.75 for the 

blinds in the conference room and $2000 towards 

the dishwasher. 

6. The proposed Easter Church Service was approved:  8 

a.m., early service; 9 a.m. breakfast; 10 a.m. Sunday 

School; and 11 a.m. late service.  The summer sched-

ule will begin June 6 with a unified service at 9 a.m. 

7. The Mission Committee updated Session on the 

progress and plans for the trip to the Dominican 

Republic.  The grant from Presbytery was received 

and there are 8 confirmed people going.  There are 

others who are still considering it.  The scheduled 

dates are April 24 to May 1, 2010. 

8. The next Gumbo Get-Together will be October 24. 

9. Approval was given to purchase a reconditioned 

dishwasher – between some monetary gifts and 

support from the Great Banquet, it was decided to 

go ahead with this acquisition. 

10. Angie Schreder, Treasurer reported that the num-

bers on the stewardship campaign are good and 

that with the 13
th

 month giving, it is expected that 

all the commitments of our capital campaign will 

be paid for at the end of the year. 

 
We hope that the following will provide informa-
tion you can use to understand the finances of our 
church.  
 
The 2010 Stewardship Campaign resulted in a total 
of $203,724 pledged.  This compares to $180,216 
pledged in 2009.  In addition $8650 has been re-
ceived for the 13th month campaign and is credited 
to 2010 income. 
 
Operating Funds Profit and Loss 

January 1 – February 11, 2010 
 

 Operating Income  39,178.87 
 Operating Expenses 31,708.01 
 Net Income   7,470.86 
 Year end cash on hand 15,716.40* 
 Cash on hand 2/11/10 23,187.26  
 
*This figure reflects carry-over from 2008 less the 
loss of $9,257 in 2009. 
 
  We want to keep you informed, but reporting in-
come and expenses weekly in the Sunday Bulletin 
does not give a true picture of the finances.  Income 
is fairly regular each week but major expenses such 
as payroll and utilities are not paid weekly.  The 
Operating Funds Profit and Loss will appear in the 
“News and Notes” each month.   
 
As we reported in the Annual Report, this is the 
final year of the Capital Campaign.  A balance of 
$44,373 remains to be paid on the organ renovation 
and $18,756 on the commitment to the Bryan Area 
Foundation.  
 
If you would like more detailed information or 
have any questions about the finances please con-
tact a member of the committee.    
 

Fran Hall, Cathy Martinez, Angie Schreder, Stan 
Tipton. 
 
 

 



Hymn Sing Hymn Sing Hymn Sing Hymn Sing     
Coming April 11!Coming April 11!Coming April 11!Coming April 11!    
 

The Sunday after 
Easter we will con-
tinue our celebration of 
the Resurrection with a 
Hymn Sing at the 
11am worship service. 
You will get to choose 
hymns from our hym-
nal to sing that day. If 
you’d like to sing a 
hymn not in our hymnal 
list the desired hymn 
on the sheet in the 

Gathering Area by Easter Sunday. We will try to 
include it on April 11. This is a joyous time of 
worship as we sing God’s praise for what He has 
accomplished for us on the cross! 
 

Unified Worship Service 
March 21 

On Sunday, March 21 we will have one wor-
ship service at 9am. This is our 4th Unified 
Service and the first one at 9am. It will be 
entirely contemporary in nature. Attendance 
has been good at these services. We thank 
you for supporting them! 

New Unified Worship Dates  
for 2010-2011 

The Session agrees that having five or six 
unified worship services a year is a good 
thing. Here are the dates for the next 7  
unified services 

 

June 6, 2010 9:00 am Graduation Sunday 

September 5 9:00 am Labor Day 

October 24 11:00 am Gumbo-Get-Together 

December 19 11:00 am Christmas Program 
& Dinner 

January 30, 
2011 

11:00 am Annual Meeting 
& Dinner 

April 3 9:00 am   

June 5 9:00 am Graduation Sunday 

Date Time  

April 8, 2010 
Founders Hall 
Archbold, OH 

7:00 pm 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 

BRUCE WILKINSON 
 

Dr. Wilkinson is a New York Times best selling 
author of 60 books in 30 languages. His Prayer 
of Jabez book was the fastest selling book of all 
time. Other best-selling books authored by Dr. 
Wilkinson are: Secrets of the Vine, Beyond Jabez, 
A Life God Rewards, Dream-Giver and his latest 
book, released in September is, You Were Born 
for This. 
He is a keynote speaker for Presidents, CEO’s, 
and Marriage Conferences, speaking to as many 
as 80,000 people at a time. He has conducted 
and keynoted leadership conferences around the 
world and is the founder of Walk Thru the bible; 
World Teach, a massive global initiative; and 
also launched the worldwide Beat the Drums for 
AID movement. 
 

Come and hear testimonies, great music  
and a world know speaker!! 

 

 
For more information, 

Call 419-636-5692. 
Details are also available at 

www.cpcnwo.org 
 

Tickets are $10 

2010 Spring Benefit 
Community Pregnancy Centers of NW Ohio 

WB
CL

WB
CL

WB
CL

WB
CL    

.org 



MOLDED BY THE 
MASTER 

A LIFE TRANSFORMING WEEKEND  

RETREAT FOR ADULTS 

November 12-13 (Friday evening thru Saturday evening) 

Where: Michindoh (Hillsdale, MI) 
Motel like rooms 

Cost: $85.00 per adult 
 

GREAT FOOD, BEAUTIFUL SURROUNDINGS,  
LIFE TRANSFORMING LESSONS,  

FUN AND FELLOWSHIP 

Wha
t is y

our 
role

 as P
otte

r? 

PLEASE SIGN UP IN THE GATHERING 

AREA TO INDICATE YOUR INTEREST 

ARE YOU WHAT GOD 

WANTS YOU TO BE? 

How do you need to be 

How do you need to be 

How do you need to be 

How do you need to be 

rererere----shaped or re

shaped or re

shaped or re

shaped or re----molded?

molded?

molded?

molded?    

ARE Y
OUMOLDAB

LE? 

ARE YOU IN THE  
MASTER’S HANDS? 



Thank you:Thank you:Thank you:Thank you:    
We would like to thank the following people for 
help around the church lately:.. 

• Jeff Yahraus and the Youth Group for helping 
to move furniture at Kerry Sutter’s home. 

• Steve & Lori Bird, Yvette Zedaker, Barry & 
Judy Sweet, Jane Miller, Judy Karnes, Judy 
Shilling, Jim & Fran Hall, and Gaile Moore for 
making dinner for the Carpenter’s Workshop 
each Wednesday. Great job folks!! 

• Scott Benedict and Jerry Spangler for bringing 
in a home size refrigerator to replace the 
commercial one that “died.” 

• Jim & Fran Hall for taking Chris Culbertson 
to a doctor’s appointment in Cleveland. 

• Fran Hall who is retiring from heading up our 
funeral dinners. She did a great job and will be 
missed. 

********* 

The Bryan Community Preganancy Center 
would like to thank you for your recent donation 
of crocheted blankets, hats and booties. They 
are such a blessing to our clients and make such 
a nice addition to the layettes we distribute to 
our women. We appreciate you kindness and 
continued support of this ministry! 

Thank you again, —The Bryan CPC 
********* 

Thank you to the Congregation for your weekly 

prayers. To the Prayer Shawl Ministry: Thank you 

for the shawls both are beautiful!! To the Dea-
cons: For the Get Well cards and the soup! Thank 
you to all who have kept Chris in their prayers. 
Chris is progressing slowly but surely. The doctors 

are confident that the cancer is gone, and al-

though the recovery is long and painful, the future 

looks bright. Thank you again for your thoughts, 

prayers and generosity. 

—Chris and Tom Culbertson 
*A special thank you to Barry for the visits both in 

Bryan and in Cleveland. 

********* 

Bryan Outreach wishes to thank you for your gen-
erous contributions of food and money to our 
pantry. It was very much appreciated. Also thank 
you to Deanne Beerbower for the delivery. 
 

 

Our Friends at First Presbyterian, 

Thank you so much for filling our pantry with blan-

kets, pillows, towels, toilet paper, shampoo, and 

all the other goodies. 

What a blessing you are to us and those we serve 

In Christ’s Service,  

—The Sanctuary Homeless Shelter and Mike Kelly 
********* 

Dear Presbyterian Church family 
Thank you very much for your demonstration of 
Christ-like love to our family during Earl’s ill-
ness and passing. We truly are grateful for such a 
caring church family. May you be richly blessed! 
Sincerely,—Kerry, Nate and Matt Sutter 

********* 

Thank you for the wonderful Valentine’s Day 

care package! I really appreciate your thoughts 

and prayers while I’m away at school. It’s nice 

to be reminded that I have a loving church 

family at home. Happy Valentine’s Day! 

God Bless, —Emily Bird 
********* 

To My Wonderful Church Family,  

Thank you so much for the Valentine’s Day goodie 

box! It was a pleasant surprise and helped lift my 

spirits during this very difficult week at school! 

Thank you to all of those who helped prepare 

them and those who keep us college students in 

your prayers! 

Blessings, —Kendra Zedaker 
********* 

Thank you for the Valentine box. It was very 

nice of you to think of me.   —Matt Sutter 
********* 

Thank you for the Valentine box filled with 
treats and notes. I appreciate your kindness 
—Nate Sutter 

    

In Memoriam:In Memoriam:In Memoriam:In Memoriam:    

John Schartzer: John died on February 16, 2010 af-
ter a long battle with Parkinson’s Disease and de-
mentia. His memorial service was held at church on 
Saturday, February 20. Please keep Nancy, Susie 
and Susan in your prayers! 



SIGNIFICANT EVENTS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY    
FOR MARCH 

 BIRTHDAYS 

2010 Operating Funds  
January 1-February 11, 2010 

Operating Income............................. 39,178.87 
Operating Expenses.......................... 31,708.01 
Net Income .......................................... 7,470.86 
Year end cash on hand..................... 15,716.40 
Cash on hand 2/11/10 ....................... 23,187.26 

NEWS & NOTES is published monthly by the First Presbyterian Church, 506 Oxford Drive, Bryan, OH 43506. Tele .# 419-636-4208. 
Fax # 419-636-8252. E-mail: brynpres@bright.net, Web site: www.firstpresbryan.com   
Staff: Rev. Barry Sweet, Pastor (barry506@bright.net), Judy Sweet, Children and Youth Ministries Director (cedirector@bright.net); 
June Webster, Director of Music and Arts. Hyla Sharrock, Organist, Joanne Israel, Office Administrator. Fran Hall, Financial Secretary 
(finsec@bright.net); Larry Clappe, Custodian 

ANNIVERSARIES 
05 – Chris and Diana Moore Eschhofen 

31 – Ralph and Deanne Beerbower 

 
 
 
 

Please put these events on your calendar so you can plan to attend! 
April 4 Easter Worship 8:00 am & 11:00 am 
April 4 Easter Breakfast @ 9:00 am 
April 11 Hymn Sing @11am worship 
April 17 Men’s Conference in Ft. Wayne 
April 24-May1 Mission trip to the Dominican Republic 
May 18 We host Presbytery 
May 23 Pentecost 
June 6 Graduation—Unified worship at 9:00am 
June 14-16 Tentative 3 day VBS 
July 23-25 Youth Retreat 
September 9-12 Men’s Great Banquet 
September 16-19 Women’s Great Banquet 
October24 Gumbo-Get-Together 
November 12-13 Adult Retreat 

  1 – Brad Culbertson 

  2 – John Hamilton 

  2 – Lori Ely 

  4 – Robert Meuleman 

  8 – Pat Goshorn 

10 – Claire Pearcy 

10 – Sarah Pearcy 

12 – Marjorie Buell 

13 – Elizabeth Benedict 

13 – Hannah Goodrich 

14 – Mike Culler 

15 – Evelyn Witzerman 

17 – David Goshorn 

18 – Brian Andres 

18 – Judy Shilling 

19 – Jana Horton 

20 – Tim Hollabaugh 

21 – Harry Dalby 

22 – Judy Karnes 

23 – Martin Killgallon 

27 – Patrick O’Dwyer 

29 – Brandon Yosick 

30 – Danielle Culbertson 

30 – Joe Tokunaga 
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9:00 a.m.  

Contemporary Service:  

10:00 am   

Education Hour  

11:00 a.m.  

Traditional Service  

 

Address Service Requested 
Daylight Savings 
Time Reminder: 
Remember to spring forward 
and set your clocks ahead one 
hour before you go to bed on 
Saturday, March 13. We’ll all 
enjoy more daylight in the 
evening. 


